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No, it's not Thursday - don't worry! I am out of action tomorrow, so here's this week's newsletter.
Normal service will resume next Thursday. Enjoy!
"Justice? You get justice in the next world; in this world you get the law." [Wiliam Gaddis]
“Only lawyers and painters can turn white to black." [Japanese proverb]
"I'm not arguing. I'm simply explaining why I'm right." [Harvey Specter, Suits]
2. Legal short
The hot new toy this year is "Divorced Barbie." It costs a whopping R595.00, but comes with Ken's
house, Ken's car, Ken's furniture and one of Ken's friends.
3. Inspiring quotes
"Two things define you: your patience when you have nothing and your attitude when you have
everything." [unknown]
"Anything that gets your blood racing is probably worth doing." [Hunter S Thompson]
"Doubt kills more dreams than failure ever will." [Karim Seddiki]
4.
Looking after the affairs of the elderly
This is a challenge that may be closer to home than some of us think. When our parents reach an age
where they are no longer are able to manage their own affairs (due to senility or Alzheimer’s), what can
you do?
You can apply to the High Court (in terms of High Court Rule 57) for the court to appoint a curator
for the person or property of someone who is of unsound mind and/or unable to manage
his/her own affairs.
The application can be made by any person
i) who has a direct interest in the matter, and
ii) must be supported by an affidavit with all the required information (the affidavit is usually supported
by three further affidavits: an affidavit by someone who knows the patient and is familiar with the
patient’s mental state, and affidavits by a medical practitioner and a psychiatrist, reporting on the
medical condition of the patient and their opinion as to whether the patient is capable/incapable of
managing his/her own affairs).
A curator ad litem (usually an advocate or attorney) is first appointed. The duty of a curator ad litem is
to manage the patient’s interests in court. He/she must interview the patient and draft a report, which
together with a report by the Master of the High Court, will assist the court with the decision of whether
to appoint a curator bonis (the person who manages the patient’s estate) and/or a curator personae
(the person who is responsible for and takes decisions in respect of the physical person of the patient,
e.g. hospitalisation, medical care etc).
The appointed curator may be a family member or friend, or a court appointed curator. When a family
member/friend brings such an application to court, it does not automatically mean that the family
member/friend will be appointed as the curator of the patient’s estate or person. The family
member/friend will have to furnish reasons to the court as to why they are a suitable candidate to take
over the affairs of the patient and/or make decisions regarding their person.
Once a curator has been appointed by the court, the patient is deemed unable to undertake
any legal transactions and can only create legally binding transactions or take decisions
through the court appointed curator. Where a mental illness is of a temporary nature, however, the
patient can make an application to court requesting the termination of the curatorship by providing

reasons as to why the court should terminate the curatorship and allow the patient to assume
responsibility for his or her own affairs.
I am available on 083 2515451 or fritz@sonnenberg.co.za.
Refer your transfers to me and get hands-on professional service.
Sonnenberg Property Services (Pty) Ltd is a registered estate agency.
All newsletters can be obtained on our website: www.sonnenberg.co.za.
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