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1.  Legal quotes  

"It is always the best policy to tell the truth, unless, of course, you are an exceptionally good 

liar."  [Jerome Klapka Jerome.] 

“No brilliance is required in law, just some common sense and relatively clean fingernails."  [John 

Mortimer] 

"Any society that needs disclaimers has too many lawyers."  [Erik Pepke] 

2.    Overheard in court  

 Attorney to witness:  "How far pregnant you are now?" 

Witness: " I'll be three months on March 12th." 

Attorney:  "Apparently then, the date of conception was around January 12th?" 

Witness:  "Yes." 

Attorney:  "What were you doing at that time?" 

3.   Inspiring quotes  

"Optimism is the faith that leads to achievement. Nothing can be done without hope and 

confidence."  [Helen Keller]  

"The will to win, the desire to succeed, the urge to reach your full potential... these are the keys that will 

unlock the door to personal excellence."  [Confucius] 

"Set your goals high, and don't stop till you get there."  [Bo Jackson]  

 4.     'Without prejudice' communications 

Where parties are in a dispute, the communications between them (or their attorneys) can be headed 

‘without prejudice.’ This means that the communications are privileged and cannot be used by either 

party at court as evidence of any admission regarding the dispute. 

The ‘without prejudice’ privilege will apply when 

i)       an admission or statement is be made, 

ii)      in the course of settlement negotiations, 

iii)     in a genuine attempt to settle the dispute. 

Be careful: not all documents marked ‘without prejudice’ enjoy protection - for a document to be 

inadmissible on the grounds that it was 'without prejudice', it must form part of a genuine attempt to 

resolve a dispute. If there is no dispute about a debt, but only a negotiation as to how and when the debt 

is to be paid, documents exchanged in the course of these negotiations are not 'without prejudice' and 

will be admissible as evidence in any court proceedings.  

Statements and other admissions within the correspondence not pertinent to the settlement negotiations 

can be admissible. 

I am available on 083 2515451 or fritz@sonnenberg.co.za.  

Refer your transfers to me and get hands-on professional service.  

Sonnenberg Property Services (Pty) Ltd is a registered estate agency.  

All newsletters can be obtained on our website: www.sonnenberg.co.za.  
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