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1. Legal Quotes
"Obedience to lawful authority is the foundation of manly character." [Robert E. Lee]
“Ethics is knowing the difference between what you have a right to do and what is right to do." [Potter
Stewart]
"Deceive not thy physician, confessor, nor lawyer." [George Herbert]
2. Overheard in court
Attorney to witness: "The youngest son, the 20-year old, how old is he?"
Witness: "He's 20, much like your IQ."
3. Inspiring quotes
"There are only two ways to live your life. One is as though nothing is a miracle. The other is as though
everything is a miracle." [ Albert Einstein]
"To wish you were someone else is to waste the person you are." [Richard Koch]
"Why fit in when you were born to stand out?" [Dr Seuss]
4. Sectional Titles Schemes Management Act of 2011 ("STSMA") and the Community Schemes
Ombud Service Act of 2011 ("CSOS")
The STSMA and the CSOS were promulgated on 7 October 2016.
The 1986 Sectional Titles Act will run parallel to the STSMA, the new Act replacing only sections 36 - 48 of the
1986 Act. Under the STSMA, a body corporate is obliged to establish two separate accounts: firstly, an
administrative fund to cover its estimated annual operating costs (including maintenance and
repairs) and secondly, a reserve fund, for the funding of future maintenance and repairs. The
rationale behind the reserve fund is to force bodies corporate to budget for on-going maintenance and repairs,
rather than the imposition of special levies, which can be financially detrimental to sectional owners as the
owners have no say in the approval of these levies and are obliged to pay when imposed by the trustees.
An Ombud dealing with community scheme dispute resolution is created by the CSOS. The aim of this
legislation is to resolve disputes by conciliation, rather than having to resort to the arbitration procedures as
contained in Rule 71 of the 1986 Sectional Titles Act or having to approach the High Court. It is hoped that this
inexpensive dispute resolution process will make justice more accessible to indigent sectional title and group
housing owners.
All community schemes are now obliged to pay a CSOS levy every quarter. This levy is calculated as
2% of the amount by which the levy of each unit in the scheme exceeds R500 a month and is capped at R40
per month (or R480 annually). [If your monthly levy is R1000, your CSOS levy is 2% of R500 = R10 per month
= R120 a year]. Sectional owners may apply to the Ombud to have their CSOS levy reduced or waived.
An application to the Ombud to adjudicate a dispute will cost R50 plus an additional R100 if the
Ombud, after considering the matter, refers the matter to an adjudicator. The application fee and
adjudication fees can be waived if your household income is less than R5500 a month.
I am available on 083 2515451 or fritz@sonnenberg.co.za.
Refer your transfers to me and get professional hands-on service. I will oversee your transfers and
make sure they are registered on time, everytime.
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