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1.  Legal quotes  

"A lean compromise is better than a fat lawsuit."  [George Herbert]  

"Things aren't right. If a burglar breaks into your home and you shoot him, he can sue you. For what, 

restraint of trade?” [Bill Maher] 

"Litigation takes the place of sex at middle age."  [Gore Vidal] 

2.    Legal short  

A Chinese man appeared in court in divorce proceedings. The judge asked him, "Mr Hu, why do you wish 

to divorce Mrs Hu?"  

He answered "My lord, me no come, she no come, baby come ... how come?" 

3.   Inspiring quotes  

"Your time is limited, so don’t waste it living someone else’s life.”  [Steve Jobs]  

"When I was 5 years old, my mother always told me that happiness was the key to life.  When I went to 

school, they asked me what I wanted to be when I grew up.  I wrote down ‘happy’.  They told me I didn’t 

understand the assignment, and I told them they didn’t understand life."  [John Lennon] 

“Too many of us are not living our dreams because we are living our fears."  [Les Brown]  

 4.    The difference between a month to month lease terminated on a calendar months' notice 

period and a fixed term lease which can be cancelled at any time on 20 business days’ notice  

In a month to month lease incorporating a calendar months’ notice period, the lease can be terminated 

by either the landlord or the tenant at the commencement of a new month (this is usually done on the 

day preceding the first day of the month, or on the first day of the month) . Either party can give 

notice for any reason, and if the tenant does so, he cannot be held liable for any penalties arising from 

the termination (except if he was in arrears with the rent at the time of the cancellation or it is found at 

the out-going inspection that he has damaged the property).  

The 20 business days’ notice period is provided for in section 14 of the Consumer Protection Act ("the 

Act"). Only a tenant can give this notice (unless the lease provides for a 20 business day period 

for the landlord to cancel the lease in the event of a breach of the terms of the lease by the 

tenant). If the tenant relies on this method of early cancellation of the lease, the tenant remains 

liable for a "reasonable cancellation penalty" in terms of the Act. This cancellation penalty cannot be 

an arbitrary amount (unless otherwise agreed upon by both parties in writing) and must be the actual 

damages suffered by the landlord as a result of the early cancellation.  The landlord is obliged to 

immediately advertise the premises for a replacement tenant on receipt of a letter of cancellation by the 

tenant. If the landlord fails to do this, he jeopardises his rights to prove that he has in fact suffered any 

damage.  

I am available on 083 2515451 or fritz@sonnenberg.co.za. 

Refer your transfers to me and get hands-on professional service.  

Sonnenberg Property Services (Pty) Ltd is a registered estate agency.  

All newsletters can be obtained on our website: www.sonnenberg.co.za.  
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