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1.

Legal Quotes

"If it weren't for the lawyers we wouldn't need them." [William Jennings Bryan]
"It is the trade of lawyers to question everything, yield nothing, and talk by the hour." [Thomas
Jefferson]
"I would be loath to speak ill of any person who I do not know deserves it, but I am afraid he is
an attorney." [Samuel Johnson]

2.

Legal humour

Two alligators are sitting on the edge of a swamp. The small one turns to the big one and says,
"I don't understand how you can be so much bigger than I am. We're the same age, we were the
same size as kids... I just don't get it."
"Well," says the big alligator, "what have you been eating?"
"Lawyers, same as you," replies the small alligator.
"Hmm. Well, where do you catch 'em?"
"Down at that law firm on the edge of the swamp."
"Same here. Hmm. How do you catch 'em?"
"Well, I crawl under a BMW and wait for someone to unlock the door. Then I jump out, bite 'em,
shake the crap out of 'em, and eat 'em!"
"Ah!" says the big alligator, "I think I see your problem. See, by the time you get done shakin'
the crap out of a lawyer, there's nothing left but lips and a briefcase..."

3.

Inspiring quotes

"Success is not in what you have, but who you are." [Bo Bennett]
"We must let go of the life we have planned, so as to accept the one that is waiting for
us." [Joseph Campbell]
"The harder you work, the luckier you get." [Gary Player]

4.
Budget adjusts transfer duty rates – benefit to low-end
buyers
Finance Minister Pravin Gordhan, in his budget speech of 22 February 2017, increased the

threshold on the value of properties that are exempt from the
transfer duty from R750 000 to R900 000 (or by 20%).
For all property sales signed after 1 March 2017, this constitutes a R4500 saving to buyers of a
property valued at R900 000 from previous legislation.
There is now no transfer duty on house purchases below R900 000.00.
No adjustments on transfer duty rates were made for properties above R1 250 000.00.
The

maximum effective rate of capital gains tax

has also been increased:

Legal entity

2016

2017

Individuals and special trusts

16.4%

18%

Companies

22.4%

22.4%

Other trusts

32.8%

36%

Withholding tax levied on non-resident sellers of immovable property in South
Africa has been increased to 7.5% (up from 5%) for a non-resident individual, 10%
(up from 7.5%) for a non-resident company and 15% (up from 10%) for a nonresident trust.
I am available on 083 2515451 or fritz@sonnenberg.co.za.

Refer your transfers to me and get professional personalised
service in ensuring that your transfer gets registered on time,
first time!
Sonnenberg Property Services (Pty) Ltd is a licensed estate
agency. Our Property 24 website:
http://sps.sa-property.co.za/
All newsletters can be obtained on our website: www.sonnenberg.co.za.
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