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1.    Legal Quotes 

"I shall not rest until every German sees that it is a shameful thing to be a lawyer.”  [Adolph 

Hitler] 

“About half the practice of a decent lawyer consists in telling would-be clients that they are 

damned fools and should stop.”  [Elihu Root] 

“[The law] is a jealous mistress, and requires a long and constant courtship. It is not to be won 

by trifling favors, but by lavish homage.”  [Joseph Story (1779 - 1845), The Value and 

Importance of Legal Studies]  

2.    Legal short  
Fresh out of practical legal school and having just passed his attorneys' admission, Koos was 

sitting in his first interview with the CEO of a prestigious law firm in the City. 

 

CEO: "I see that you have just passed your exams, and have an excellent academic record with 

A's in every course. But what we are really looking for is someone with a few years of practical 

experience."  

 

Koos thought for a moment and replied: " Well that's okay, I actually I went to college for art, I 

found the CV I submitted on-line, and I made up the story about taking the attorneys' admission 

exams."  

 

CEO: "So what you're saying is you tell creative lies that stretch the truth though research and 

story telling?"  

 

Koos: "Umm.... I guess?"  

 

CEO: "Can you start work on Monday?"  

3.   Inspiring quotes 

"The measure of who we are is what we do with what we have."  [Vince Lombardi]  

"Most of us have far more courage than we ever dreamed we possessed."  [Dale Carnegie] 

"The world breaks everyone and afterward many are strong in the broken places."  [Ernest 

Hemingway, A Farewell to Arms, 1929] 

4.     The rights of beneficiaries of inter vivos trusts 

The Supreme Court of Appeal matter of Ras v Van der Meulen [2010] ZASCA 163 

determined that the trustees in an inter vivos trust owe, both at common law and in terms of 

statute, a fiduciary duty to the trust’s beneficiaries and are required to administer the 

trust solely for the benefit of the said beneficiaries. 

In Doyle v Board of Executors 1999 2 SA 805 (C) the court held that the office 

of trustee requires of a trustee to act with utmost good faith.  
If a trustee fails to perform any duty imposed by the trust deed, the Master or any person having 

an interest in trust property (including a beneficiary) can apply to court for an order directing the 

trustee to perform such duty. 

Beneficiaries hold a vested interest in the trust property. 

The judge in the Doyle matter found as a result of the above, that a beneficiary is entitled 

to request and receive from the trustees full, true and proper accounting records of the 

trust, supported by vouchers. 
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