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1.    Legal Quotes 

"A good lawyer makes you believe the truth but a great lawyer makes you believe in the 

lie."  [unknown]  

"Lawyers are men who hire out their words and anger."  [Horace]  

"Lawyers are the first refuge of the incompetent."  [Aaron Allston]  

 2.    The innocence of children 

Little Nancy was in the garden filling in a hole when her neighbour peered over the fence. 

Interested in what the cheeky-faced youngster was doing, he politely asked, "What are you up to 

there, Nancy? 

"My goldfish died," replied Nancy tearfully, without looking up, "and I've just buried him." 

  

The neighbour was concerned, "That's an awfully big hole for a goldfish, isn't it?" 

Nancy patted down the last heap of earth then replied, "That's because he's inside your cat." 

 

 3.   Inspiring quotes 

"One today is worth two tomorrows."  [Benjamin Franklin] 

"Even if you're on the right track, you'll get run over if you just sit there."  [Will Rogers]  

 "I am not a product of my circumstances. I am a product of my decisions."  [Stephen Covey] 

4.    Check the valuation on your property 

You may have read in the press that new property valuation rolls have been published in at least 

25 municipalities. 

 

If you don’t agree with the published valuation of your property, but fail to lodge an objection, 

this valuation will form the basis for the rates and taxes paid by you until new valuation rolls are 

published (usually every four years). It follows in this instance (if you believe the value of your 

property to be lower than the published value) the rates paid by you will be higher than you 

otherwise would have been liable for. 

 

Your local authority is obliged by law to notify you of the new valuation of your 

property/properties. Valuation rolls are also open for inspection at the municipal offices and are 

published on the municipality’s website. 

The basis of the valuation is the market value of your property on a specific date (“the 

valuation date”, which in many cases is 30 June 2016). This value should be the 
value a willing and able purchaser would have been prepared to 

pay for your property on the valuation date. 
 

Objections must be submitted in the prescribed form together with evidence to support the 

objector’s argument. Should your objection be successful, it may take time to amend the value 

in the municipal offices. Until the value of your property is amended, you are liable to pay the 

rates and taxes on your property based on the original valuation, If your objection fails, you still 

have an opportunity to appeal against the ruling, but this objection must be done within a certain 

time frame. 



 

I am available on 083 2515451 or fritz@sonnenberg.co.za.  

Refer your transfers to me and get professional personalised 
service in ensuring that your transfer gets registered on time, 

first time! 
Sonnenberg Property Services (Pty) Ltd is a licensed estate 

agency. Our Property 24 website:  
http://sps.sa-property.co.za/ 

All newsletters can be obtained on our website: www.sonnenberg.co.za.  
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