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1. Legal quotes
"A good lawyer makes you believe the truth but a great lawyer makes you believe in the
lie." [unknown]
"It is always the best policy to tell the truth, unless, of course, you are an exceptionally good
liar." [Jerome Klapka Jerome]
"No brilliance is required in law, just some common sense and relatively clean fingernails." [John
Mortimer]
2. Legal short
Visiting a seriously ill lawyer in the hospital, his friend found him sitting up in bed, anxiously leafing
through the Bible.
“What are you doing?” he asked.
“Looking for loopholes,” was the lawyer’s reply.
3.

Inspiring quotes

“Life is 10% what happens to us and 90% how we react to it.” [Dennis P Kimbro]
“The quickest way to double your money is to fold it over and put it back in your pocket.” [Will
Rogers]
“When I hear somebody sigh, ‘Life is hard,’ I am always tempted to ask, ‘Compared to what?’"
[Sydney Harris]
4. What does "sub judice" mean?
It is a Latin phrase meaning “(the matter is) before the court” or “under judgment” and is often
(wrongly) used by politicians to avoid answering difficult questions by the press or the public.
The sub judice rule is only breached if (by publishing the statement) there is a real likelihood that
the administration of justice in the pending proceedings will be seriously undermined. The rationale
behind the rule is that the integrity of the judicial process is an essential component of the
rule of law. Breaching the sub judice rule amounts to the common law crime of contempt of
court.
The broad scope of the sub judice rule has been severely limited by the rights contained in our
constitution such as the freedom of expression and the freedom of the press.
An argument in favour of the publication of material before the court which may prejudice the
administration of justice in pending proceedings is that of “public interest” (here I refer to the
Oscar Pistorius case and the Henri van Breda matter). This argument would be consistent with the
constitutional protections as guaranteed by the constitution.
The current position of our courts (Midi Television v DPP 100/06 [2007] ZASCA 56), is as
follows:
“[A] publication will be unlawful, and thus susceptible to being prohibited, only if the prejudice that
the publication might cause to the administration of justice is demonstrable and substantial and
there is a real risk that the prejudice will occur if publication takes place. Mere conjecture or

speculation that prejudice might occur will not be enough. Even then publication will not be
unlawful unless a court is satisfied that the disadvantage of curtailing the free flow of
information outweighs its advantage. In making that evaluation it is not only the interests of
those who are associated with the publication that need to be brought to account but, more
important, the interests of every person in having access to information. “
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