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1.    Legal Quotes  

"No laws, however stringent, can make the idle industrious, the thriftless provident, or the drunken 

sober."   [Paolo Bacigalupi] 

"When a man is denied the right to live the life he believes in, he has no choice but to become an 

outlaw."  [Nelson Mandela]  

"One of the advantages of having laws is the pleasure one may take in breaking them."  [Iain M 

Banks] 

2.   Legal short  

 A woman made an appointment with a divorce attorney. The first thing he asked was why she 

wanted a divorce. She replied, "I’m not appreciated anymore and my husband even tells me I’m not 

a good house keeper."  

 

The attorney replied, "Oh don’t worry, you’ll keep the house."  

3.   Inspiring quotes 

"Optimism is the one quality more associated with success and happiness than any other." [Brian 

Tracy]  

"What you get by achieving your goals is not as important as what you become by achieving your 

goals." [Henry David Thoreau]  

"Champions keep playing until they get it right." [Billie Jean King] 

 4.  Defamation matters: what constitutes comments that are “in the 
public interest”? 

 To succeed in a defamation case you will have to prove that a comment made about you has been 

publicized and that the comment was defamatory. The onus falls on the person making 

the comment that their conduct was not wrongful and that there was no intention to defame. 

There are various defences to defamation, including: 

1. The truth of the statement; 

2. That the comments are in public interest; 

3. That the comment was just an opinion and not given as a fact; 

4. That the comment was fair under the circumstances; 



5. That the comment was made under circumstances of qualified privilege, where the defendant 

had a duty and someone else had a duty to receive the comment. 

The fact that the comment was the truth does not mean that it isn’t 

defamatory. The test to determine defamation is whether a reasonable person of normal 

intelligence would view it as defamatory. The defendant can succeed with his defence of fair 

comment and public interest if no element of maliciousness is involved.  

There are a few guidelines as to whether a remark is in the public interest or not: 

• The fact that the public may be interested in a particular matter does not mean that it is in 

the public interest to publish it (it is not a question whether the public wants certain remarks 

to be published but whether they ought to be published). 

• Practically anything about the public or private lives of public officials – especially politicians 

can be published. The justification for this is that, because the public pays the salaries of 

these officials, they are entitled to know about the activities of these public officials, even if, 

in certain circumstances, defamatory remarks concern their private lives. 

• It is also generally in the public interest to publish that a certain person has been convicted 

of a crime. 

What constitutes fair comment? 

 Part of the right of free speech is that anyone who wishes may express his genuine opinion on any 

matter of public interest. Most expressions of opinion are protected and entail no liability for 

defamation, even where they defame a person. 

• It will not help a defendant to simply dress up an allegation of fact as an expression of 

opinion – the opinion expressed by a defendant must be based on fact for it to qualify 

as a protected opinion. 

• The comment expressed must be expressed on a matter in the public interest – a defendant 

cannot express his opinion of another person’s private life or morality unless it is in the 

public interest – for example, if that person is a politician. 

I am available on 083 2515451 or fritz@sonnenberg.co.za.  
C & A Friedlander (Claremont branch) handle all my transfers, which 

I personally oversee. Refer your transfers to me and have your transfer 
registered on time, every time.  

Sonnenberg Property Services (Pty) Ltd is a licensed estate agency. Check 
out our website:  
http://www.spsct.co.za/  

All newsletters can be obtained on our website: www.sonnenberg.co.za.  
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