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1. Legal Quotes
"Poverty is the mother of crime." [Marcus Aurelius]
“When men are pure, laws are useless; when men are corrupt, laws are broken." [Benjamin Disraeli]
"The law will never make men free; it is men who have got to make the law free." [Henry David
Thoreau]
2. Legal short
A doctor and a lawyer got into a car accident on a small country road. The lawyer had raced through a
stop sign, figuring nobody else would be on the road. The doctor had no time to react and couldn't have
missed the lawyer's vehicle if he had tried. Fortunately, neither driver was hurt.
The lawyer, seeing that the doctor was a little shaken up, helped him from his battered car and offered
him a drink from a hip flask. The doctor accepted, took a deep drink, and handed the flask back to the
lawyer. The lawyer held the flask for a minute or two and then gave it back to the doctor. The doctor took
another swig. He again returned the flask to the lawyer, who closed it and put it away.
"Aren't you going to have a drink yourself?" asked the doctor.
"Not now," answered the lawyer. "I'll have something after the police leave."
3. Inspiring quote
"What we do is determined by what we are.
What we are is determined by what we think.
What we think is determined by what we experience.
What we experience is determined by what we are exposed to and what we do with that exposure." [Mike
Vance and Diane Deacon, Think Out of the Box]
4. Home inspections: proposed new legislation
EAAB to be replaced by the PPRA.
The draft Property Practitioner’s Bill (“PPB”) is to be promulgated imminently and will completely
change the South African home inspection industry as we know it.
The Bill is expected to give a massive boost to the local home inspection industry and, in doing so,
create up to 10 000 new jobs in the private and public sectors.
Bryan Chaplog, CEO of the Estate Agency Affairs Board (“EAAB”), has announced that home inspectors
will be regulated under the new Property Practitioner’s Regulatory Authority (“PPRA”), which is to
replace the EAAB. Estate agents will also be regulated by the PPRA.
Consumer rights of the home buying public will also be effectively protected by the PPRA. Certain
sections of the Consumer Protection Act (“CPA”) relating to property sales will be repealed, and
protection for property consumers will be provided by the PPRA. The Bill will require estate agents to
recommend a home inspection to all prospective home buyers, thereby removing the
uncertainty of buying a used home voetstoots (as is).
According to John Graham, principal of the South African Home Inspection Training Academy (SAHITA),
regulation of the home inspection industry is long overdue and is to be welcomed. However, to regulate
home inspectors, it will be necessary to define the role of a home inspector and to prescribe minimum
qualifications for home inspectors.
Graham says SAHITA is currently working with training experts to ensure that the existing 34-module
online SAHITA training course on home inspections is properly accredited and meets the standards set by
the PPB. SAHITA will also train home inspectors in the use of a custom SAHITA software application,
which has been designed for home inspectors to complete an inspection quickly and accurately using a
tablet or smartphone. It is hoped that the use of this app will provide the tool for home inspectors to
produce reports of a consistent high standard.
SAHITA will also offer specialised inspection apps designed to be used by public and corporate sector
home inspectors - employed by insurance companies and by municipalities, the Department of Human
Settlements and the National Home Builders Registration Council (NHBRC).

As a result of the imminent new legislation, SAHITA expects the property inspection industry to grow
rapidly and to become a major job creator in South Africa. In America currently 80% of new home
buyers commission a home inspection.
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