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1. Legal Quotes
"It's interesting to note that criminals have multiplied of late, and lawyers have also, but I repeat
myself." [Mark Twain]
“To me, a lawyer is basically the person who knows the rules of the country. We are all throwing the dice,
playing the game, moving our pieces around the board, but if there's a problem the lawyer is the only
person who has read the inside of the top of the box." [Jerry Seinfeld]
"A legal kiss is never as good as a stolen one." [unknown]
2. Legal short
Two crocodiles are sitting on the edge of a swamp. The small one turns to the big one and says, "I don't
understand how you can be so much bigger than I am. We're the same age, we were the same size as
kids... I just don't get it."
"Well," says the big crocodile, "what have you been eating?"
"Lawyers, same as you," replies the small crocodile.
"Hmm. Well, where do you catch 'em?"
"Down at that law firm on the edge of the swamp."
"Same here. Hmm. How do you catch 'em?"
"Well, I crawl under a BMW and wait for someone to unlock the door. Then I jump out, bite 'em, shake
the crap out of 'em, and eat 'em!"
"Ah!" says the big crocodile, "I think I see your problem. See, by the time you get done shakin' the crap
out of a lawyer, there's nothing left but lips and a briefcase..."
3. Inspiring quotes
"Nothing is lost as long as courage remains." [Napoleon Bonaparte]
"A life spent makng mistakes is not only more honourable, but more useful than a life spent doing
nothing." [George Bernard Shaw]
"You were born to win, but to be a winner you must plan to win, prepare to win, and expect to win." [Zig
Ziglar]
4. Grounds for divorce in South Africa
We live in a complex society where divorce is commonplace. Robin Williams once famously defined
divorce as “the Latin word meaning to rip out a man’s genitals through his wallet.” The 2012/3 Annual
Report of the Department of Justice seem to give some credence to this, with divorce lawyers and
marriage counselors saying that the causes given in the majority of divorces are sex and money.
The report indicates:
• a 28% increase in the divorce applications filed (from 39 573 to 50 517);
• people in urban areas mostly are getting divorced;
• more wives (50,2%) than husbands (33,3%) instituted divorce proceedings;
• white women are the most likely to file for divorce;
• black women are the least likely;
• the divorce rate is climbing amongst black South Africans;
• adultery, unrealistic expectations and a lack of sexual intimacy as well as the ease of getting a divorce
now have led to a spike in the divorce rate.
Marriage is the leading cause of divorce. One jester noted that he and his ex divorced for religious
reasons- she thought she was god and he didn’t. On a more serious note, the South African Divorce Act
stipulates that the grounds on which a decree of divorce may be granted by a court are
• the irretrievable break-down of the marriage as contemplated in section 4;
• the mental illness or the continuous unconsciousness, as contemplated in section 5, of a party to
the marriage.

A court may grant a decree of divorce on the ground of the irretrievable break-down of a marriage should
it be satisfied that the marriage relationship between the spouses has reached such a state of
disintegration that there is no reasonable prospect of the restoration of a normal marriage relationship
between them.
There are three circumstances which a court may accept as evidence of an “irretrievable breakdown” (in
Section 4 (2) of the Divorce Act) being
• the parties have not lived together as husband and wife for a continuous period of at least one year
immediately prior to the date of the institution of the divorce action;
• the Defendant has committed adultery and that the Plaintiff finds it irreconcilable with a continued
marriage relationship;
• the Defendant has in terms of a sentence of a Court been declared a habitual criminal and is
undergoing imprisonment as a result of such sentence.
There is no blame in South African divorce law, but the Plaintiff must still prove to the court
that the marriage has irretrievably broken down. The court has a discretion In terms of section 4(3)
of the Divorce Act not to grant a divorce order (but postpone the proceedings sine die or even dismiss the
claim) if it appears to the court that there is a reasonable possibility that the parties may become
reconciled through marriage counselling, treatment or reflection.
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