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1.    Legal Quotes 

"It is legal because I wish it." [Louis XIV] 

“Justice is truth in action." [Benjamin Disraeli] 

"That which is not just is not law."  [Wiliam Lloyd Garrison] 

2.    Overheard in court  

Advocate to his opposing counsel : "You are a cheat!"  

Opposing counsel: " And you are a liar!"  

Judge:" Now that both advocates have been identified for the record, let's get on with the case." 

3.   Inspiring quotes  

"There is no ceiling in effort."  [Harry C Freuhauf] 

"Most folks are about as happy as they make up their minds to be." [Abraham Lincoln] 

"Learn to listen. opportunity sometimes knocks very softly."  [unknown] 

4.   Small Claims Courts  

 Small Claims Courts deal with civil matters where the claim is less than R15 000. Small claims 

courts exist to make the court process quicker and cheaper.  

There are no lawyers involved, so no attorney’s fees are payable. You are, however, entitled to get legal 

advice before going to the Small Claims Court. Legal assistants and clerks of the Small Claims Courts will 

assist you free of charge.  

Any individual can institute a claim in the court, but companies and juristic bodies can't. A claim may be 

instituted against any person or company /juristic body. A person under the age of 18 must be assisted 

by his/her guardian.  

Any of the official languages can be used in the court. If evidence is to be given in another language, the 

court can arrange an interpreter.  

The case is not heard by a judge or magistrate, but rather by a commissioner, who hears each side of the 

story and asks questions.  

The Small Claims Court does not hear claims against the State, divorce cases, claims concerning the 

validity of a will, claims brought against the State, claims for damages in respect of defamation or claims 

for specific performance without an alternative damages claim.  

There is no appeal against the decision of the Small Claims Court. However, if you think that the 

commissioner was biased or unfair, you can ask to have the case reviewed.  

 To institute a claim in the Small Claims Court, you need to: 

• Give the other person a written demand giving them 14 days to comply. 

• After 14 days, institute a claim with the clerk of the Court. 

• Serve a summons on the other person. 

• Go to court on the set date with all relevant documents and any witnesses you have.  

The hearing is an informal and simple one, and there is no cross examination. The commissioner will ask 

all of the questions and, when they have heard from all parties, will make a decision.  

If judgment is granted against the defendant and the judgment debtor fails to comply with the order, the 

matter must be transferred to the Magistrate’s court and the execution procedure of the Magistrate’s 

court is followed. In this event, it is advisable to get legal assistance. Because of this, it may be foolish to 

try to institute a claim in the Small Claims Court against a person who will be unable to comply with an 

order granted against them.  

The Cape Town Small Claims Court is held in Room 557, 2nd Floor, Justitia Building, Parade Street, Cape 

Town. The contact numbers for the court are 021-4011609 and 021-4011511. 

I am available on 063 2632887.  

All newsletters can be obtained on our website: www.sonnenberg.co.za.  
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