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1.    Legal Quotes 
"Discourage litigation. Persuade your neighbours to compromise whenever you can. As a peacemaker the 

lawyer has superior oportunity of being a good man. There will still be business enough." [Abraham 

Lincoln] 

“The only way to beat the lawyers is to die wih nothing." [Wil Rogers] 

"What is right is not always the same as what is legal."  [Edward Snowden] 

2.    Legal short  
Someone mistakenly left the cage open to the snake pit at the zoo and there were snakes slithering all 

over the place. 

Frantically, the zoo keeper tried everything, but he couldn't get the snakes back into the cage. Finally, he 

yelled, "Quick, call a lawyer!" 

"A lawyer? Why?" asked one of his colleagues. 

"We need someone who speaks their language." he answered. 

3.   Inspiring quotes  
"The future depends on what you do today."  [Mahatma Gandhi] 

"Impossible is a big word thrown around by small men who find it easier to live in a world they've been 

given than to explore the power they have to change it." [Muhammad Ali] 

"Normality is a paved road: it's comfortable to walk, but no flowers grow on it."  [Vincent van Gogh] 

4.   You and your annual tax submission  

The 2015/2016 tax season starts on 1 July 2015 and is expected to close towards the end of November 

2015. During this time you are obliged to submit your income tax return to the South African Revenue 

Service (SARS).  

Who needs to register for income tax? 
SARS requires everyone who receives taxable income above the tax threshold to register for income tax 

purposes.  

What are the tax thresholds? 
For the 2015/2016 tax year, the taxable income thresholds for individuals are as follows: 

• Below age 65: R70 650 
• Age 65 and below 75: R114 800 

• Age 75 and over: R128 500  

The tax rebates for the 2015/2016 tax year is as follows:  
Primary (for all tax payers):  R13 257  

Secondary (age 65 and over): R7407 

Tertiary (age 75 and over): R2466  

The tax rates for the year ending 29 February 2016 are as follows:  

Taxable income                                              Tax payable 
R0 - 181 900                                                       18% of taxable income  
R181 901 - 284 100                                           R32 742 + 26% of taxable income above R181 
900  

R284 101 - 393 200                                           R59 314 + 31% of taxable income above R284 
100  

R393 201 - 550 100                                           R93 135 + 36% of taxable income above R393 

200  

R550 101 - 701 300                                          R149 619 + 39% of taxable income above R550 
100  

R701 301 and above                                        R208 587 + 41% of taxable income above R701 
300  



Trusts                                                                    41% of taxable income 

How to register for income tax? 
You will need to complete the SARS IT77 form (this is available from the SARS website 

(www.sars.gov.za)). Once completed, you will need to hand the form in at your local SARS branch 

together with the following information: 

• A certified copy of your ID, passport or drivers licence; 

• Your bank details (either a cancelled cheque, a certified and original copy of your account   statement 

or an original letter from the bank confirming your bank details); 

• Income details for the last three years (e.g. copies of your IRP5); 

• Proof of your residential address (e.g. your rates/electricity bill not more than three months old).  

What is an income tax return? 
This is a declaration of income earned and capital gains or losses realised in a tax year.  

Who is required to submit an income tax return to SARS? 
If you earned an income greater than R250 000 for the tax year you are required to submit a completed 

and signed income tax return to SARS. However, this is not applicable if: 

• You earned under R250 000 for the full tax year from one employer (that is your total salary income 

before tax); 

• You have no other sources of additional income (e.g. interest or rental income); 

• You have no deductions that you want to claim (e.g. medical expenses, travel or retirement annuities).  

How do you submit an income tax return? 
There are various ways to submit your income tax return. You can: 

• Submit your return online via eFiling or via your mobile device using the SARS app; 

• Submit your return manually by going into a SARS branch and requesting assistance from a SARS 

consultant; 

• Post your return to SARS; 

• Place your return in the drop box at a SARS branch. 

The easiest and most efficient way is directly via eFiling or the SARS app. For more information on 

eFiling, please visit www.sarsefiling.co.za.  

What happens if you do not submit your income tax return by the SARS deadline? 
SARS charges non-compliance penalties for each month that your return is outstanding. If you do not 

submit your income tax return and pay your penalty, SARS may deduct the penalty from your 

salary/income or bank account.  

Who to contact for more information? 
For more information regarding your tax submissions, please contact SARS directly on 0800 007 277 or 

visit www.sars.gov.za.  
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