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1. Legal Quotes
"If you must break the law, do it to seize power: in all other cases, observe it." [Julius Caesar]
“Lawless are they that make their will the law." [William Shakespeare]
"We either believe in the dignity of the individual, the rule of law, and the prohibition of cruel and unusual
punishment, or we don't. There is no middle ground." [Leon Panetta]
2. Legal short
One day, a teacher, a garbage collector, and a lawyer all died and went to heaven.
St. Peter was having a bad day and was grumpy because heaven was getting crowded. When they got to
the gate, St. Peter informed the three of them that there would be a test to get into Heaven: they each
had to answer a single question correctly.
St. Peter first asked the teacher, "What was the name of the ship that crashed into an iceberg and sunk
with all its passengers?"
The teacher thought for a second, and then replied: "That would have been the Titanic, right?" St. Peter
let him through the gate.
Next, St. Peter turned to the garbage man, and figuring that heaven didn’t really need all the stink that
this guy would bring in, decided to make the question a little harder. "How many people died on the
ship?"
The garbage man guessed 1228, to which St. Peter said, "That happens to be correct. Go on in."
St. Peter then turned to the lawyer. "What were their names?"
3. Inspiring quotes
"The best preparation for tomorrow is to do today's work superbly well." [Sir William Osler]
"The future depends on many things, but mostly on you." [Frank Tyger]
"Fear less, hope more; eat less, chew more; whine less, breathe more; talk less, say more; hate less,
love more, and all good things are yours." [Swedish proverb]
4 The Prevention of Illegal Eviction From and Unlawful Occupation of Land Act, Act 19 of 1998
(the “PIE Act”)
The PIE Act was enacted to regulate the eviction process and to balance the owner’s property rights
against the occupant’s right of access to housing.
1. Who is an “unlawful occupier” in terms of the PIE Act?
An “unlawful occupier” is defined as a person who occupies land without the express or tacit
consent of the owner or person in charge, or without any other right in law to occupy such
land (there are certain exceptions in terms of the Extension of Security of Tenure Act, 1997).
2. Who can apply to court for an eviction order in terms of the PIE Act?
An owner or a person in charge of the land in question may approach the court. An “owner”
means the registered owner of land, and a “person in charge” means a person who has legal authority to
give permission to a person to enter or reside upon the land in question.
3. What procedure must be followed to apply for an eviction order?
In terms of Section 4 (2) of the PIE Act, written notice of the proceedings must be served on the unlawful
occupier and the municipality having jurisdiction at least 14 days before the hearing of the proceedings.
The notice of proceedings must (in terms of section 4(5))
(a)
state that proceedings are being instituted in terms of subsection (1) for an order
for the eviction of the unlawful occupier;
(b)
indicate on what date and at what time the court will hear the proceedings;
(c)
set out the grounds for the proposed eviction; and
(d)
state that the unlawful occupier is entitled to appear before the court and defend
the case and, where necessary, has the right to apply for legal aid.
A court may grant an order for eviction (by determining a date on which the unlawful occupier is to be
evicted/vacate the land or premises) if it is of the opinion that it is just and equitable to do so, after

considering all the relevant circumstances, including the rights and needs of the elderly, children,
disabled persons and households headed by women.
If the unlawful occupier fails to vacate on the date determined by the Court, the Sheriff may remove him
from the land or premises.
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