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1.    Legal Quotes 
"Possession isn't nine-tenths of the law. It's nine-tenths of the problem." [John Lennon] 

“When the law doesn't work...work the law."  [Paul Levine] 

"A rule that cannot be bent will certainly be broken."  [Robert Brault] 

2.    Legal short  
An attorney calls his client to tell him about the fees he ordinarily charges. "Alright," the attorney says, 

looking through his papers. "I  need a deposit of R10 000.00 and R5000.00 a month for the next twelve 

months." 

"What! That sounds like a car payment schedule," spluttered the client. 

"You’re right, it's mine." replied the attorney.  

3.   Inspirational quotes  
"You can't cross the sea by merely staring at the water." [Rabindranath Tagore] 

"Dream what you dare to dream. Go where you want to go. Be what you want to be." [Calvin Coolidge]  

"You always pass failure on the way to success."  [Mickey Rooney] 

 4.   Creditors can no longer charge uncapped interest 
The in duplum rule is a common law rule which stipulates that arrear interest does not continue to 

run on an outstanding debt once the sum of unpaid interest equals the amount of the 
outstanding capital. The rule protects the debtor from an uncapped accumulation of interest by limiting 

the interest recoverable on an outstanding debt by a creditor.  

In the 1998 Supreme Court of Appeal (SCA) matter of Standard Bank of South Africa Ltd v Oneanate 

investments (Pty) Ltd (in liquidation) 1998 (1) SA 811 the court held that the operation of the in duplum 
rule was suspended from the date of service of process commencing legal proceedings until 
judgment in the matter was delivered. This meant that as soon as litigation proceedings were 

initiated, there was no limitation on the amount of interest a creditor could claim from a debtor until the 

date of judgment.  

The Constitutional Court judgment in Paulsen and Another v Slip Knot investments 777 Proprietary 

Limited [2015] ZACC 5, handed down in March 2015, has now altered the operation of the in duplum rule 

in South Africa, on an outstanding debt which has been followed since the Oneanate case.  

In the Paulsen matter, the Constitutional Court determined that the in duplum rule continues to 
operate after the commencement of litigation (meaning outstanding arrear interest is not permitted 

to run during the course of litigation once double the amount of the outstanding capital has accrued on 

the debt).  

This is another step taken by our legislature to protect consumers, although it is not going to be a 

popular judgment for money-lenders and credit providers.  
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