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1. Legal Quotes
"We are bound by the law, so that we may be free." [Marcus Tullius Cicero]
“To make laws that man cannot, and will not obey serves to bring all laws into contempt." [Elizabeth
Cady Stanton]
"Criminals don't die by the hands of the law; they die by the hands of other men." [George Bernard
Shaw]
2. Overheard in court
A defense attorney was cross-examining a police officer during a robbery trial.
Q. "Officer, did you see my client fleeing the scene?"
A. "No sir, but I subsequently observed a person matching the description of the offender running several
blocks away."
Q. "And who provided this description?"
A. "The officer who responded to the scene."
Q. "A fellow officer provided the description of this so- called offender. Do you trust your fellow officers?"
A. "Yes sir, with my life."
Q. "With your life? Let me ask you this then, officer - do you have a locker room in the police station – a
room where you change your clothes in preparation for your daily duties?"
A. "Yes sir, we do."
Q. "And do you have a locker in that room?"
A. "Yes sir, I do."
Q. "And do you have a lock on your locker?"
A. "Yes sir."
Q. "Now why is it, officer, if you trust your fellow officers with your life, that you find it necessary to lock
your locker in a room you share with those same officers?"
A. "You see sir, we share the building with a court complex, and sometimes lawyers have been known to
walk through that room."
With that, the courtroom erupted in laughter, and a prompt recess was called.
3. Inspiring quotes
"Happiness is not by chance, but by choice." [Jim Rohn]
"You're never too old to set another goal or to dream a new dream." [C.S. Lewis]
"Keep your face always towards the sunshine and the shadows will fall behind you." [Walt Whitman]
4. What to consider before you commence with building works/renovation
1. Do your sums.
Can you afford the renovation? If you haven’t got the available cash, can you access the existing bond
registered over the property to pay for the work and professional fees or would you have to register a
new or second bond? Factors to consider in this instance are the costs of bond registration and the time it
will take to have a bond approved and registered in the deeds office (this may take some months,
depending on the availability of the title deed).
2. Appointing the professionals (architect, builder/contractor and engineer (if applicable).
Appoint experienced professionals with track records who come recommended in your area (by
friends/colleagues). If you have no or little experience in building works, rather err on the side of caution
and get your architect to project manage the renovation for you. It will definitely cost more, but probably
save you time, money and grey hair in the long run. Make sure that any contract you sign with the
architect and/or contractor is vetted by a property or legal professional.
The contract/s should include:

1. your right to terminate the services of both architect and contractor (without a penalty fee),
should you not be happy with their performance;
2. financial penalties (for the contractor) in the event of delays in completion, and/or incentives for
completing the renovation timeously;
3. what would happen in the case of the building works running over budget.
Check that the contractor is registered with the National Home Builders Registration Council
(“NHBRC”), which will give you recourse in the event of defective workmanship.
Before submitting the plans for approval (see below), check with your architect whether the building
plans require applying for any departures to the applicable zoning scheme (which will necessitate written
consent from neighbours and other affected parties). If this is the case, it would be wise to build in the
appropriate time buffer for the anticipated date of completion should the necessary consents be delayed.
When considering the building period, take into account the Cape winter.
3. Planning permission and procedures.
Building and/or renovations are covered by the National Building Regulations and Standards Act of 1977
(“the Act”). In terms of the Act, your plans must be submitted to the local authority for approval (in this
case Cape Town’s Building Development Management (“BDM”) branch). BDM have 30 days to approve or
reject to plans from the date of submission.
You must adhere to building plan submission requirements and must submit the following to BDM to get
approval of your plans:
1. The application form together with a fee of R112.00 (incorporating the site plan, layout drawings,
drainage installation drawings (where necessary), plan of structural design (where relevant) and
the appointment of your professionals (such as the engineer));
2. Your rates account;
3. A copy of your identity document.
A Notice of Intention to Commence Work must be submitted to the building inspector before the
contractor can start. The building inspector can inspect the site on three occasions (foundation stage,
drainage stage and on completion). Once the work is completed, the owner and/or the contractor on his
behalf, must apply for a Certificate of Occupancy, which will be granted within 14 days of application,
should the work have been done in accordance with the approved plans.
Renovations are notorious for not being completed on time and can be extremely stressful for a couple
(especially if they have to move out of the family house). Husbands would be wise to adhere to the old
adage: "If mama ain't happy, ain't nobody happy!"
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