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1. Legal Quotes
"The law is not so much carved in stone as it is written in water, flowing in and out with the tide." [Jeff
Melvoin]
“Lawyers spend a great deal of their time shoveling smoke." [Oliver Wendell Holmes]
"It isn't against the law to be an idiot." [Cassandra Clare, Clockwork Angel]
2. Legal short
A surgeon, an architect and a lawyer are having a heated barroom discussion concerning which of their
professions is actually the oldest profession.
The surgeon says:
"Surgery IS the oldest profession. God took a rib from Adam to create Eve and you can't go back further
than that."
The architect says: "Hold on! In fact, God was the first architect when he created the world out of chaos
in 7 days, and you can't go back any further than THAT!"
The lawyer puffs his cigar and says:
"Gentlemen, Gentlemen...who do you think created the CHAOS??!!"
3. Inspiring quotes
"Don’t wish it was easier, wish you were better. Don’t wish for less problems, wish for more skills. Don’t
wish for less challenges, wish for more wisdom. The major value in life is not what you get. The major
value in life is what you become. Success is not to be pursued; it is to be attracted by the person you
become." [Jim Rohn]
"You may not control all the events that happen to you, but you can decide not to be reduced by them."
[Maya Angelou]
"The grass is greener where you water it." [Neil Barringham]
4. Forums for divorce
A wit once said, "Whoever said marriage was a 50-50 proposition laid the foundation for more divorce
fees than any other short sentence in our language."
That may be true; not only is divorce emotionally traumatic, but it can be very expensive as well.
South Africa has one of the highest divorce rates in the world. Nowdays, almost half of all marriages here
end in divorce.
Most divorces are heard in the High Court, where the parties are usually represented by different
attorneys. The process (unless the divorce is contested) is a quick one and care is taken to address all
concerns (such as forfeiture of benefits, maintenance, rights of access to children, division of assets, etc).
Where the divorce is amicable and uncontested, parties may approach the Southern Divorce Court (or
Family Court), which is situate on the 6th floor at 90 Plein Street, Cape Town (Tel: 021-461 1218). You
will be guided by the officials at the court as to the divorce process (such as completing the summons
and delivering it to the relevant sheriff for service on your spouse). The benefit of the Family Court is
that, other than the disbursements (such as revenue stamps on the summons and sheriff's fees) there
are no other costs. The process may be longer than the High Court and the parties are unrepresented.
It is also an option to consider eDivorce. After completing certain questionnaires on-line and paying a
fee of R850.00, the eDivorce practitioners assist you in ensuring that your summons is accurate and that
you are sufficiently protected. In this process, like that in the Family Court, you will also have to
personally go to the sheriff to have the summons served on the Defendant as well as having the
summons issued at court. If a deed of settlement is applicable and minor children are involved, you will
have to go to the Family Advocate to have the consent paper endorsed. Once the summons has been
served on your partner and the necessary days have elapsed for your partner to oppose the summons,
you must return to the court to obtain a court date for the divorce hearing from the registrar.
Many couples are currently using mediation as a process in divorce proceedings. Mediation can be used
where the divorce is reasonably amicable, but settlement on various issues between the parties (such as

maintenance and division of assets) must be resolved. The mediator (usually an attorney or advocate)
represents both parties and assists them in settling the issues and recording the parties' agreement in a
consent paper, which is later put before the court.
Where people considering divorce are unsure what their legal rights are, or where there are
minor children or where the assets of either party are reasonably substantial, it is my opinion
that the High Court is the correct forum to hear the divorce proceedings.
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