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1.    Legal Quotes 
"We all know here that the law is the most powerful of schools for the imagination. No poet ever 

interpreted nature as freely as a lawyer interprets the truth." [Jean Giraudoux] 

“Litigation is the basic legal right which guarantees every corporation its decade in court." [David Porter] 

"There are more lawyers in just Washington, D.C. than in all of Japan. They've got about as many 

lawyers as we have sumo-wrestlers."  [Lee Iacocca] 

2.    Estate agent short 
"I need a raise in my commission," the estate agent said to his manager. "There are three other 

companies after me." "Is that so?" asked the manager. "What other companies are after you?" "The 

electric company, the telephone company, and the gas company."  

3.   Inspiring quotes  
"It always seems impossible until it's done."  [Nelson Mandela] 

"Don't chase people. Be yourself, do your own thing and work hard. The right people - the one's who 

really belong in your life - will come to you. And stay." [Will Smith]  

"None of us are getting out of here alive, so please stop treating yourself like an after-thought. Eat the 

delicious food. Walk in the sunshine. Jump in the ocean. Say the truth that you're carrying in your heart 

like hidden treasure. Be silly. Be kind. Be wierd. There's no time for anything else."  [Nanes Hoffman] 

4.   Compromise of a Tax Debt with SARS  

As the global economy tightens, more and more businesses get into financial trouble. A wit once said "A 

person doesn't know how much he has to be thankful for until he has to pay taxes on it." In South Africa, 

it is estimated that only 7% of the population pay taxes. [If you accept SA has a population of 55 million 

people and unemployment sits at about 25% currently, this means that only 2,88 million out of 41.25 
million employed people are paying tax]. To make up for this disparity, it is absolutely necessary that 

SARS be an efficient collector of taxes, which it certainly is. A suggested motto for SARS is "We have 

what it takes to take what you have." You certainly don't want to make enemies with SARS. 

 

When businesses hit cash flow bumps, the first thing (generally) that employers tend to do is to 

"postpone" the payment of statutory taxes such as VAT, PAYE, UIF and SDL. Once this is done, it 

becomes harder to "make up" these payments, as interest and penalties are levied on outstanding taxes. 

 

Section 200 of the Tax Administration Act, Act 28/2011, enables SARS to compromise a tax debt 
on request by a debtor (where the request complies with the requirements stipulated in the Act), where 

the compromise is consistent with considerations of good management of the tax system and 

administrative efficiency and the purpose of the ‘compromise’ is to secure the highest net return from the 

recovery of the tax debt.  

 

The request of the debtor must by accompanied by a "Client Information Sheet"  setting out: 

 

(a) the assets and liabilities of the debtor reflecting their current fair market value; 

(b) the amounts received by or accrued to, and expenditure incurred by, the debtor during the 12 months 

immediately preceding the request; 

(c) the assets which have been disposed of in the preceding three years, together with their value and 

the consideration received for the assets; 

(d) the debtor’s present sources and level of income and the anticipated sources and level of income for 

the next three years, with an outline of the debtor’s financial plans for the future;  

(e) the debtor’s reasons for seeking a compromise, and 



(f) reasons why the debtor is not able to make payment of the full amount of the tax debt. 

  

I have had big success with SARS in the getting compromises accepted on behalf of clients in the last 12 

months, in respect of both personal taxes and company taxes. If you have an issue regarding outstanding 

taxes, please don't hesitate to call me. 

 

I am available on 083 2515451 or fritz@sonnenberg.co.za. 

 

Sonnenberg Property Services (Pty) Ltd is a registered estate agency. 
All newsletters can be obtained on our website: www.sonnenberg.co.za.  
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