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1. Legal Quotes
"This is what has to be remembered about the law; beneath that cold, harsh, impersonal exterior beats a
cold, harsh, impersonal heart." [David Frost]
“Of course people are getting smarter nowadays; they are letting lawyers instead of their conscience be
their guides." [Will Rogers]
"Lawyer: One who defends you at the risk of your pocketbook, reputation and life. " [Eugene E Brussell]
2. Legal short
Q: What do lawyers and bullfrogs have in common?
A: Both have a big head that consists mainly of mouth.
3. Inspiring quotes
"The hardest thing in life is to know which bridge to cross and which to burn." [Corinne Namamoto]
"Be more concerned with your character than your reputation, because your character is what you really
are, while your reputation is merely what others think you are." [John Wooden]
"To be irreplaceable one must always be different." [Coco Chanel]
4. South African visas for foreigners and property
I am sometimes asked if a foreigner is able to apply for a South African visa by way of
investment into the country. The answer is yes, but this investment cannot only be by
purchasing a property here.
It has been estimated that about 1% of South African property is registered in the names of foreigners,
which amount, although seemingly not substantial, results in countless millions of foreign currency being
spent in the country by tourists and “swallows” (foreigners who spend a portion of the year in South
Africa and the balance abroad) annually.
Although the tourist numbers to South Africa are down in 2015, the disastrous visa regulations
introduced earlier this year were set aside by cabinet last week, which is good news for South Africans
and foreign tourists alike.
There are countless visa categories, including work visas, critical skills work visas, study visas, relatives’
visas and medical treatment visas, but I am going to concentrate in this newsletter on business visas and
retired persons’ visas, as these are the most likely categories where foreigners will be looking to purchase
property here.
Business Visas
One of the aims of the business visa is to attract foreign investment into South Africa -the influx of
foreign funds is the main criteria. In terms of the regulations to the Immigration Act, Act 13/2002
(”the Act”) -which are reviewed from time to time-, a foreigner who wishes to qualify for a business
visa must invest a minimum of R5 million (five million rand) - at today’s exchange rate $365 000
(three hundred and sixty five thousand dollars) or £239 000 (two hundred and thirty nine thousand
pounds) - into the South African economy by establishing a business or by investing in an existing
business in the country.
It is necessary for a chartered accountant registered with the South African Institute of Chartered
Accountants to submit a certificate certifying that the applicant has

•
•
•

at least an amount in cash of R5 million to be invested in the Republic , or
at least an amount of R5 million in cash and a capital contribution available for investment, and
an undertaking by the applicant that at least 60% of the total staff complement to be employed
in the operations shall be South African Citizens or permanent residents, permanently employed
in various positions.

•

•
•
•

An undertaking to register with:
o The South African Revenue Service
o Unemployment Insurance Fund
o Compensation Fund for Occupational Injuries
o Companies and Intellectual Properties Commission, where legally required and
o Relevant professional body, board or council recognized by SAQA, where applicable.
The applicant must also lodge financial statements of the business for the preceding financial year
(if applicable) and
a police clearance certificate, and
a letter of recommendation from the Department of Trade and Industry regarding –
o the feasibility of the business
o and the contribution to the national interest of the Republic.

The capital requirements above may be reduced or waived in respect of the following types of
industries/businesses:

•
•
•
•
•
•

Information and Communication Technology
Clothing and textile manufacturing
Chemicals and bio-technology
Agro-processing Metals and minerals refinement
Automotive manufacturing
Tourism and Crafts

Retired Persons’ Visa
Retired persons’ permits may be issued to persons (in terms of section 20(1)(a) and section 20(1)(b) of
the Act) who wish to retire in South Africa (there is no age limit on retirement!), provided that such
persons provide proof that they have the right to a pension or an irrevocable annuity or
retirement account of at least R37 000.00 (thirty seven thousand rand) a month – at today’s
exchange rates $2704 (two thousand seven hundred and four dollars) a month or £1767 (one
thousand six hundred and sixty seven pounds) a month for the rest of their lives, or a minimum net
worth from their country of origin which generates the aforementioned amounts on a monthly
basis.
Applications must be made at any regional office of the Department of Home Affairs or nearest South
African embassy, mission or consulate abroad.
The spouse and dependent children accompanying the holder of a retired person visa may be issued with
an appropriate visa.
Successful applicants will be granted a 4 (four) year temporary visa, which can be renewed,
and may apply for permanent residence.
I am available on 083 2515451 or fritz@sonnenberg.co.za.
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