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1. Legal Quotes
"People do not win people fights. Lawyers do." [Norman Ralph Augustine]
“Everyone ought to take every opportunity to blast lawyers." [Marlin Fitzwater]
"Ignorance of the law excuses no man from practicing it." [Addison Mizner]
2. Legal short
Two law partners hire a new cute, young secretary and a contest arises between them as to who can bed
her first, even though they’re both already married. Eventually one of them scores with her and his
partner is quite eager to hear how things went. “So what did you think?” he asks. “Ahh,” replies the first
lawyer, “my wife is better.” Some time goes by, and then the second lawyer goes to bed with the
secretary. “So,” asks the first guy, “what did you think?” The second guy replies, “You were right.”
3. Inspiring quotes
"Hire character. Train skill." [Peter Schutz]
"If we wait until we're ready, we'll be waiting for the rest of our lives." [Lemony Snicket]
"Working hard for something we don't care about is called stress; working hard for something we love is
called passion.'" [Simon Sinek]
4. Procedure for the termination of a trust
1.
Check the Trust Deed.
The Trust Deed must allow for its termination, what guidelines are to be followed and who needs to
consent in writing to the termination.
2. All assets and liabilities must be distributed/settled before any resolution to terminate the trust is
taken.
3. The following documentation must be lodged with the Master:
3.1 A resolution signed by all the trustees stating that
3.1.1 the trust has no assets,liabilities or debts;
3.1.2 If the trust had assets, liabilities or debts, these have been distributed/settled;
3.1.3 the trust is dormant;
3.1.4 the trust has served its purpose;
3.1.5 the trust must be terminated.
The original Letters of Authority and Master's Cerificates must be returned to the Master's
4.
Office. [If the originals cannot be found, the trustees must lodge an affidavit with the Master stating
that, despite diligent search, the originals cannot be located and undertaking to return these originals to
the Master should they turn up at a later date].
5. What I do in my legal consultancy
Many people have asked me what exactly I do in my legal consultancy, so, in no particular order, here
goes:

•

1. Drafting and registration of trust deeds, amendments to and de-registration of trusts;

•

2. Drafting of wills and living wills;

•

3. Drafting of commercial contracts such as employment agreements, shareholders agreements,
sale of share agreements, confidentiality agreements, restraint of trade agreements, joint
venture agreements, loan agreements, sale of business agreements, association agreements,

distribution agreements, sale of movables agreements etc);

•

4. Drafting of leases and the sale of immovable property agreements;

•

5. General legal advice;

•

6. Legal research;

•

7. Property advice – how to structure a transaction, in which entity to hold your property,
advising on deeds of sale etc;

•

8. Commercial litigation (drafting of affidavits, rescission of judgment applications, summary
judgment/opposition to summary judgment applications, drafting of particulars of claim for
summonses and letters of demand, collections etc);

•

9. Liaising with SARS on behalf of clients in respect of compromise applications in terms of
section 200 of the Tax Amendment Act;

•

10. Assisting clients in obtaining import/export licences for their businesses;

•

11. Removing negative credit ratings and blacklistings from credit bureaux;

•

12. Registration of new companies (I am on-line with CIPC and charge R2000 for a new company
and name reservation, which takes about 14 days).

•

13. Overseeing conveyancing transactions, travelling to sellers and purchasers to sign
conveyancing documents, liaising with agents and ensuring that the registration process runs
smoothly and that transfers are registrered on time.

I ordinarily charge R1200 an hour and strive to give professional, same day service (where possible).
I am available on cell number 083 251 5451 or fritz@sonnenberg.co.za.
Sonnenberg Property Services (Pty) Ltd is a registered estate agency.
All newsletters can be obtained on our website: www.sonnenberg.co.za.
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