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1. Legal Quotes
"A lawyer and a wagon wheel must be well greased." [Sartre]
“The defendant who pleads their own case may have a fool for a client, but at least there will be no problem with feesplitting." [anonymous]
"Sometimes a man who deserves to be looked down upon because he is a fool is despised only because he is a
lawyer." [Montesquieu]
2. Legal short
A farmhand consulted a lawyer. He had long tended the late farmer's cows, and believed they would his when the
farmer died. Now the farmer's son claimed ownership.
"I'll take your case," said the lawyer, "Don't worry about the cows."
The next day the farmer's son came in. The cows were raised on his land, he said, they should be his.
"I'll take your case," said the lawyer, "Don't worry about the cows."
Later, his secretary asked, "How can the cows belong to both?"
"Don't worry about the cows," the lawyer said. "The cows will be ours."
3. Inspiring quotes
"To each there comes in their lifetime a special moment when they are figuratively tapped on the shoulder and offered
the chance to do a very special thing, unique to them and fitted to their talents. What a tragedy if that moment finds
them unprepared or unqualified for that which could have been their finest hour.” [Winston Churchill]
"As we drive along this road called life, occasionally a gal will find herself a little lost. And when that happens, I guess
she has to let go of the coulda, shoulda, woulda; buckle up and just keep going." [Carrie Bradshaw, Sex and the City]
"It is impossible to live without failing at something, unless you live so cautiously that you might as well not have lived
at all - in which case, you fail by default." [J K Rowling]
4. Monetary limits of jurisdiction of magistrates' courts
In March 2014 the monetary limits of jurisdiction of regional and district divisions of the magistrates' courts
was increased as follows:

•
•

district magistrates' courts may hear actions for civil claims up to a value of R200 000 and impose a
criminal fine of up to R120 000; and
regional magistrates' courts may hear actions for civil claims from R200 000 up to R400 000 and
impose a criminal fine of up to R600 000.

Because of the increase (from R100 000.00), actions that arise out of delivery and transfer of property, liquid
documents and other claims under R400 000 are able to be heard in the magistrates' courts. The benefit to the public
is that the magistrates' court processes (other than High Court urgent applications) are usually faster than High Court
processes and the fees payable to attorneys and advocates are generally less for magistrates' court work.
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