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1. Legal Quotes
"A man who never graduated from school might steal from a freight car. But a man who attends college
and graduates as a lawyer might steal the whole railroad." [Theodore Roosevelt]
“Do as adversaries do in law: strive mightily, but eat and drink as friends." [William Shakespeare]
"When dictators and tyrants seek to destroy the freedoms of men, their first target is the legal
profession, and through it, the rule of law." [Leon Jaworski]
2. Legal short
Q: What's the difference between a lawyer and God?
A: God doesn't think he's a lawyer.
3. Inspiring quotes
"The secret of getting ahead is getting started.” [Agatha Christie]
"We cannot become what we want to be by remaining what we are." [Max Depree]
"I would rather die of passion than of boredom." [Vincent van Gogh]
4. Protecting estate agents’ commission: FFC’s must be issued to the company and the agents
If an estate agency trades through a company or close corporation (“CC”), it is obliged to have a
separate valid Fidelity Fund Certificate (“FFC”) in the name of the company or CC, and not only
in the names of the directors or members, principal and agents.
In the recent High Court case of Erasmus N.O. and Another v Verna van Den Blink Properties CC
(A270/2014) [2015] ZAFSHC 198 a close corporation lost its commission due to the fact that only its
member/agent had an FFC, but no FFC has been issued to the CC.
In a similar matter (Ustica 1153 CC t/a Cape Region Home Sales v Jordaan and Another (A158/2014)
[2015] ZAWCHC 87) an estate agency lost a commission claim due to its FFC being issued in the trading
name of the CC, and not in the registered name of the CC.
Agents work hard enough to earn commission. Don’t put yourself/your business or your agents at risk by
not having the correct FFC’s.
I am available on 083 2515451 or fritz@sonnenberg.co.za.
Sonnenberg Property Services (Pty) Ltd is a registered estate agency.
All newsletters can be obtained on our website: www.sonnenberg.co.za.
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