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1. Legal Quotes
"It is not desirable to cultivate a respect for law, so much as a respect for right." [Henry David Thoreau]
“There is far too much law for those who can afford it and far too little for those who cannot." [Derek
Bok]
"Laws and institutions, like clocks, must occasionally be cleaned, wound up and set to true
time." [Henry Ward Beecher]
2. Legal short
A judge was interviewing a woman regarding her pending divorce, and asked, "What are the grounds for
your divorce?"
She replied, "About four acres and a nice little home in the middle of the property with a stream running
by."
"No," he said, "I mean what is the foundation of this case?"
"It is made of concrete, brick and mortar," she responded.
"I mean," he continued, "What are your relations like?'
"I have an aunt and uncle living here in town, and so do my husband's parents."
The judge said, "Do you have a real grudge?"
"No," she replied, "We have a two-car carport and have never really needed one."
"Please," he tried again, "is there any infidelity in your marriage?"
"Yes, both my son and daughter have stereo sets. We don't necessarily like the music, but the answer to
your question is yes."
"Ma'am, does your husband ever beat you up?"
"Yes," she responded, "about twice a week he gets up earlier than I do."
Finally, in frustration, the judge asked, "Lady, why do you want a divorce?"
"Oh, I don't want a divorce," she replied. "I've never wanted a divorce. My husband does. He says he
can't communicate with me."
3. Inspiring quotes
"I'm too busy working on my own grass to notice if yours is greener.” [unknown]
"Confidence is the key. If you don't believe in yourself, then nobody will. It's your road, and yours alone.
Others may walk it with you, but no one can walk if for you." [Rumi]
"Some people feel the rain; others just get wet." [Bob Marley]
4. Over 50% of divorces are initiated by women - Stats SA
Statistics South Africa has recently released its Marriages and Divorces Report for 2014.
Of the 24 689 divorces in 2014, 51.7 percent were initiated by women. Whilst divorce is obviously
not something to celebrate, it is positive to note that women are able (emotionally and economically) to
exit relationships in which they are not happy.
According to the Report, most divorces occurred in marriages that lasted less than 10 years (22 218
children of 18 years or younger were affected by divorces that took place in 2014).
In 2014, registrations took place for 150 852 civil marriages, 3 062 customary marriages, and
1144 civil unions.
The number of civil unions in 2014 was the highest on record since 2003. In contrast, both the
number of civil marriages, and the number of customary marriages were the lowest recorded
since 2003. This is not unique to South Africa, but a worldwide phenomenon where fewer people are
choosing to marry, and opting rather to co-habit. [As an aside, please note that there is no such thing as
a common law marriage, regardless of how long you’ve lived with someone].
Of concern, 10 bridegrooms and 131 brides under 18 were married during 2014. 6 of the brides had
already been married before.

Women are definitely the stronger sex, in my opinion. Married men may be well advised to stay out of
their man caves and listen (if mama ain’t happy, ain’t nobody happy!).
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