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1. Legal Quotes
"I shall not rest until every German sees that it is a shameful thing to be a lawyer." [Adolph Hitler]
“When you're up to your nose in shit, keep your mouth shut." [Jack Beauregard, played by Henry Fonda,
in My Name is Nobody]
"About half the practice of a decent lawyer consists in telling would-be clients that they are damned fools
and should stop." [Elihu Root]
2. Legal short
Overheard in the High Court:
Question: "Do you know what you get for false testimony?"
Answer: "Yes, they promised me a Mercedes."
3. Inspiring quotes
"It takes courage to grow up and become who you really are. " [e.e. cummings]
"When nothing is sure, everything is possible." [Margaret Drabble]
"There is no passion to be found in settling for a life that is less than the one you are capable of
living." [Nelson Mandela]
4. New proposed visa law "punitive"
A proposed new immigration law, which will result in harsh sanctions for foreigners who stay longer in
South Africa than their visa allows, has been criticised as punitive and unconstitutional by lawyers. Under
the current law, foreigners who outstay their visas are liable to pay a fine.
In December 2015, an amendment to the Immigration Act was gazetted and is due to be fasttracked to become law. The Bill now proposes that a person who overstays their visit to the
country, even by one day, cannot get a visa to re-enter South Africa and cannot apply for a
residence permit to live here.
Transgressors could also be banned for up to five years and appealing any decision or explaining what led
to the transgression can take up to 18 months. This sanction applies to first-time offenders as well.
Those in favour of the proposed law argue that fines are not a sufficient deterrent to foreigners who
overstay their visas.
After the unabridged birth certificate debacle during 2015 which resulted in a Mexican standoff between
the departments of Home Affairs and Tourism (and which resulted in countless millions of foreign
currency and tourists being lost to the country), the proposed amendment to the Immigration Act may be
a further deterrent to tourists and foreigners working in South Africa.
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