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1. Client feedback on service    

"All round this was the best service I had in any property deal I have done in the last 30 

years."   (received on 7 April 2016).  

Refer your transfers and legal work to me and experience hands-on personal service and 

professionalism. 

2.  Legal Quotes 

"[The law] is a jealous mistress, and requires a long and constant courtship. It is not to be won 

by trifling favours, but by lavish homage.” [Joseph Story (1779 - 1845), The Value and 

Importance of Legal Studies] 

“The study of law is sublime, and its practice vulgar.”  [Oscar Wilde] 

"Law is the second oldest profession."  [Anonymous] 

3.    Legal short  
A man appears before a judge one day, asking for a divorce. The judge reviews the divorce 

papers and then says, "Please tell me why you are seeking a divorce." "Because," the man says 

quietly, "I live in a two-story house." The Judge replies, "What kind of a reason is that? What's 

the big deal about a two-story house?" The man answers, "Well Judge, one story is "I have a 

headache" and the other story is "It's that time of the month!"  

4.   Inspiring quotes  

"The only real mistake is the one from which we learn nothing."  [Henry Ford] 

"I am not what has happened to me. I am what I choose to become." [Carl Jung]  

"May your choices reflect your hopes, not your fears."  [Nelson Mandela] 

5.   The end of Trusts as we know them?  

 In the recent 2016 National Budget Speech certain measures were proposed by the Minister of 

Finance to prevent tax avoidance through Trusts. It is common practice that some taxpayers 

make use of Trusts to avoid Estate Duty and Donations Tax. Minister Gordhan, to curtail this 

practice, suggested that assets transferred to a Trust, through a loan, should be 
included in the estate of the Founder at death.  

 It was further proposed that interest-free loans to Trusts should be treated as 
donations. Reference was also made to further measures to limit the use of discretionary Trusts 
for income splitting purposes.  

 It is also important to note that these proposals were released ahead of an expected second 

report on Estate Duty from the Davis Tax Committee (which was appointed in 2013 to review 

South Africa’s tax policy), which means that additional proposals may be released by the 
Committee later this year.  

 The core objective of Trusts has always been centred around the principles of asset 
protection and wealth preservation, with an important focus on smooth asset transition from 

one generation to the next.  

I submit that the primary purpose and use of Trusts has never intentionally been rooted in any 

form of tax avoidance. The recent budget speech, in my opinion, does not minimise the 

importance of Trusts as entities used in the (long term) preservation of wealth and 



protection from creditors.I am available on 083 2515451 or fritz@sonnenberg.co.za. 
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